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NEWS FOR AND ABOUT #€mart, CORPORATION EMPLOYEES 


St. Frauen Church, market 
square with golden fountain. 


The center of K mart Corpora- 
tion’s European buying opera- 
tions is Nuernberg, Germany, 
which is also the of the 
European toy industry. 


The main function of our 
European staff there is to look 
for suppliers in Germany who 
are rohahis in terms of quality 
merchandise and production. The 
staff also acts as interpreters for 
the buyers and suppliers, so they 
must be bilingual. They work 
with the manufacturers and 
communicate via the telex sys- 
tem, inspect goods for flaws, col- 
or, etc., before they are shipped, 
are responsible for production, 
pragen and checking carton 
abels and supervise the exporta- 
tion of goods to 


centers. 


Some of the imports from 
Europe include sewing needles 
and textiles. 


Our office staffs in Europe and 
the Orient have taken the time 
to provide us with an historical 
view of their cities and offices, 
giving us a more personalized 


to the distribution 


Nuernberg. Cathedral, main gate: 


A look 


Nuernberg Castle, “west view” 


Medieval Patrician’s home. 


at our offices in 


look at K mart overseas. 


The city of Nuernberg has a 
population of approximately 
585,000. The major industries 
are: Grundig, electronic man- 
ufacturers of radios, TV sets, etc; 
MAN, manufacturers of heavy 
machinery, such as turbines and 
generators; ITT, an electronic 
branch; AEG and Siemens, the 
two largest industries in the pro- 
duction of all kinds of electrical 
appliances (similiar to General 
Electric inthe USA); Quelle, In- 
ternational Headquarters of 
Europe’s largest mail-order house 
and chain of department stores; 
Diehl, makers of clocks and pre- 
cision instruments; Metz, man- 
ufacturers of TV sets and camera 
equipment and the toy. indus- 
tries, which amount to 50 or 60 
toy manufacturers, from small to 
medium-size. 


Nuernberg was founded before 
1050. Documents first mention 
the name of Nuernberg on July 
16, 1050, when the German Em- 
peror Henry III held an imperial 
court assembly at the city of 


Downtown shopping mall. 


West gate through city wall. 


Nuernberg Cathedral rai Si. Lorenz. 


“Castle Street” to city hall. 


) Europe and the Orient 


Nuernberg. The Emperor resided 
in Nuernberg and the city was 
founded for political and military 
— by him between 1039- 


In 1219, Emperor Federic II 
presented the city of Nuernberg 
with the “Great Charter” at 
which time Nuernberg became 
an independent city. 


The Staff: G. H. Brueckner, 
Monika Dutton, Erna Ricker, Sig- 
rid Werkmeister. 


During the 14th century, 
Nuernberg became one of the 
most important trading centers 
of Europe. Twelve of the main 
European roads converged in 
Nuernberg, connecting the 
Mediterranean via Vienna to the 
North Atlantic, from France to 
Prague (Bohemia), Switzerland 
with Saxony and Poland. Dur- 
the 14th and 15th century, 
Nuernberg was rightfully consid- 
ered the geographic center of 
Europe. Due to the ideal location, 
Nuernberg was made one of the 
important trading centers of 
Europe. 


The greatest part of 
Nuernberg’s population in those 
years were the people involved in 
the various handicrafts. The 
craftsmen became pronounced 
specialists. As early as the 14th 
century the working of metals 
was particularly cultivated. 

This growing trend of speciali- 
zation made the city develop into 
a center of crafts and led to new 
inventions, such as: brass found- 


(Continued on Page 5) 
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—~For the 13-week period ended 


K mart Corporation 1979 — 
Comments on Preliminary Results 


K mart sales for the 52-week 
fiscal year ended January 30, 
1980, were $12,731,145,000, a 
12.8% increase over’ the 
$11,286,609,000 reported for the 
53-week fiscal year ended 
January 31, 1979 excluding Aus- 
tralian sales. 

Net income for the year was 
$357,999,000 compared with 
$343,706,000, an increase of 
4.2%. 

Earnings per common and 
common equivalent share were 
$2.84 compared with $2.74 in the 
prior year. 

In the current year, due to the 
Australian restructuring in De- 
cember 1978, the sales and 
operating results of K mart (Aus- 
tralia) Limited are no longer 
consolidated. In 1979, earnings 


. from our Australian investments 


are primarily accounted for on 

the equity method. However, 

prior year sales and operating 

results still include the Austra- 

lian operations as originally re- 
rted. 

Sales for the 13-week period 
ended January 30, 1980, were 
$4,025,596,000, up 8.2% over the 
$3,722,063,000 for the 14-week 
period ended January 31, 1979 
excluding Australian sales. 

Net income for the 13 weeks 
ended January 30, 1980, was 


$145,961,000 compared with 


$160,421, 


0 for the 14 weeks 


we < = ae 


January 30, 1980, earnings per 
common and common equivalent 
share were $1.15 as compared 
with $1.27 for the 14-week period 
ended January 31, 1979. 

In the fourth quarter of 1979, 
the company adopted the LIFO 
method for substantially all of 
the company’s domestic automo- 
tive and sporting goods inven- 
tory, which previously was ac- 
counted for under the FIFO 
(first-in, first-out) inventory 
method. The effect of this ac- 
counting change reduced corpo- 
rate earnings by $.05 per share. 
The inflationary effect on the 
remaining inventory as mea- 


Q red the Ca nadian 


Tac of Columbus, Ohio. Of the 


sured by the LIFO method was 
comparable to the prior year. If 
the FIFO method of inventory 
accounting had been used by the 
company, inventories would have 
been $203.3 million and $131.1 
million higher than reported at 
January 30, 1980, and January 
31, 1979, respectively. 

The effective income tax rate 
in 1979 was 43.2% compared 
with 46.1% for 1978. This reduc- 
tion was due to the lower statut- 
ory U.S. corporate income tax 
rate in 1979, a substantially 
higher investment tax credit, and 
earnings from our Australian in- 
terests which are primarily net 
of tax. 

Sales for the year were in line 
with expectations. However, 
operating results were adversely 
affected by inflationary pressures 
on expense ratios throughout the 
year. Selling, general and ad- 
ministrative expenses, including 
net interest expense on debt, 
were 22.5% of sales compared 
with 21.5% in the prior year. 

During the past year, 193 
K marts were opened compared 
with 162 in the prior year, exclud- 
ing Australian stores. In 1980, we 
anticipate that our store expansion 
program will approximate our 
1979 program. 

During the fourth quarter of 
1979, K mart Canada, Ltd., our 

lly-owned subsidiary, ac- 
adi footwear 


186 SCOA retail units involved 
in the transaction, 109 are leased 
departments in K mart Canada 
stores with the remainder in 
leased departments in conven- 
tional department stores and 
separate retail locations. 

Additionally, as previously an- 
nounced, the company, through a 
wholly-owned subsidiary, has of- 
fered to purchase all of the 
shares of Furr’s Cafeterias, Inc., 
an operator of a chain of 76 
cafeterias in the southwestern 
part of the United States. The 
purchase has been approved by 
the Board of Directors of both 
companies. 


Promotions 


Daniel McKinnon has been 
promoted to the newly created 
position of assistant to the execu- 
tive vice president, finance. This 
position will assure a maximum 
utilization and coordination of 
KEI and KIH personnel in the 
corporate financial, accounting 
and data processing areas. 


Dan is a graduate of Michigan 
State University and earned his 
CPA while working with Price 
Waterhouse. He had worked on 
the Kmart audit for Price 
Waterhouse prior to joining our 
company in 1964 in the trea- 
surer’s Office. 


April store openings 


Region Location Opening Date 
1 M_- 7214 - Winona, MN April 10 
2 M~ 9291 - Grafton, ND April 10 
3 S 9620 - Albertville, AL April 2 
4 W 3501 - Petaluma, CA April 24 
5 W = 9604 - Marshall, TX April 16 


2, April 1980 


_Danies_peior 


18.2% increase in sales. 


Sales for the four weeks end- 
ed February 27, 1980, were 
$763,845,000, an 18.2% increase 
over 1979 sales of $646,083,000 
as of February 28, 1979. 


Commenting on the sales, 
Chairman Robert E. Dewar says, 
“General merchandise sales de- 
mand continues relatively strong, 


Woman of the Year 


Katherine Bogush, senior ar- 
chitectural draftsperson in the de- 
sign division of the construction 
department at KIH, has been 
named “Woman ofthe Year” by the 


Cranbrook Chapter of the Ameri- 


can Business Woman’s Associa- 
tion. This award is presented an- 


nually toan ABWA member and is — 


based on her business experience 
and accomplishments, education, 
civic and ABWA participation. 
Katherine will represent the 
Cranbrook Chapter, located in 
Birmingham, MI and compete for 
the title of “American Business 
Woman of the Year,” at the na- 
tional convention to be held in 
Phoenix, AZ, October 30 through 
November 2. 

Katherine is originally from 
Canada and attended Walkerville 
Collegiate in Walkerville, On- 
tario. She continued her education 
in Detroit, majoring in fashion il- 
lustration, life drawings, color and 
design and thereafter, worked as a 
draftsperson for various com- 


Katherine’s main interests. She 
was active in the YWCA, PTA and 
belonged to PEA (Parent Educa- 
tion Association), which was spon- 
sored by the Mental Health De- 
partment under Michigan Gover- 
nor, William Milliken and led by 
Dr. Esther Middlewoods. She is 
also a member of the University of 
Michigan Club, which helps high 
school students obtain scholar- 
ships to the University of Michi- 
gan. As a member of ABWA, she 


“Art and writing poetry are 


particularly in the Eastern and 
Southern regions of the country. 
“K mart Fashion Accessories 
division led the company with 
emphasis on ‘the Western look’ 
in hats, belts and handbags.” 
As of February 27, 1980, there 
were 2,069 stores compared to 
1,893 in February 28, 1979. 


Katherine Bogush 

has received the Hand of Friend- 
ship for sponsoring new members. 

Katherine has three daughters 
— Diane, an artist and illustrator 
who graduated from Western 
Michigan University; Carolyn, a 
physical therapist from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan; and Mary E]- 
len, a sophomore in an environ- 
mental and natural resource pro- 
gram at Michigan State Univer- 


sity. 

xt present, ABWA is in its 31st 
year with 1,800 chapters located 
throughout the United States and 
Das orto Dien In 0490 the st 


na pte! 


bers. Today, there are 1 
members in ABWA. And more and 
more women are becoming in- 
terested in joining the association. 
The combined chapters award over 
a million dollars annually for scho- 
larships for deserving women. 

Katherine says of KIH, “It’s a 
stimulating environment in which 
to work. The building is impressive 
and inspiring with its outstanding 
landscaping, and the K mart as- 
sociates are interesting and fun to 
work with.” 


7 sew 


People helping people 


The National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society is offering a broad range of 
patient services. 

Unfortunately, MS patients 


tend to isolate themselves from . 


therapy and the community with- 
out realizing there is someone out 
there who cares about their well 
being. 

If you know of anyone who has 
MS and who does not know about 
the help the Society offers through 
chapters in 150 communities, 
please write to: 

Chairman and President 

John F. McGillicuddy 

Manufacturers Hanover 

Trust Company 

350 Park Avenue 

New York, New York 10022 

Mr. McGillicuddy will see that 
the patient and family are pro- 
vided the appropriate services, 
educational materials and pa- 
tient care. 
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Albert Fuguel, on 
November 24, from K mart 3085, 
Bountiful, Ut. He lived in North 
Salt Lake. 

Richard Garner, on January 
11, from Kmart 3408, Chat- 
tanooga, TN. He lived in Chat- 
tanooga. 

William Cornick, on De- 
cember 20, from K mart 4185, 
Phoenix, AZ. He lived in Scotts- 
dale. 

Jack Ramsey, on January 20, 
from K mart 4151, Sparks, NV. 
He lived in Reno. 

Randall Hanshaw, on 
January 23, from Kmart 4422, 
Chesapeake, OH. He lived in 
South Point. 

Erma Bergman, on January 
2, from K mart 4058, Springfield, 
IL. She lived in Springfield. 

Rector Lyon, on February 15, 
from Kresge 395, Detroit, MI. He 
lived in Shoals, IN. 

Leota Hart, on February 13, 
from Kresge 171, Lancaster, OH. 
She lived in Lancaster. 

Karl Ake, on February 15, 
from Fort Wayne Distribution 
Center, Fort Wayne, IN. He lived 
in Huntington, IN. 

Della Reed, on February 10, 
from K mart 4412, Wood River, 
IL. She lived in Ft. Russell Twp., Il. 

Pamela Abbott, on January 
22, from K mart 3176, Davie, FL. 
She lived in Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 

ames Mo! one » on January 


"MA. 
Ralph Martin, on January 18, 
from Fort Wayne Distribution 


Center, Fort Wayne, IN. He lived 


rt 
Oth Baker, on January 


19, from Kmart 4076, Evans- 
ville, IN. He lived in Evansville. 

James Logan, on November 
26, from Kresge 26, Springfield, 
Ha He lived in St. Petersburg, 


35 Years 


Ann Moeller 
Jupiter 4605 
St. Cloud, MN 
April 21 


25 Years 


Violet Beggs George Smeltz, Jr. Callie Alley 
K mart 4059 K mart 3027 Jupiter 4652 
Taylor, MI Clementon, NJ Mt. Vernon, OH 
April 11 April 21 April 24 


Mary Valles, on January 24, 
from Kmart 4338, Santa Fe 
Springs, CA. She lived in La 
Habra, CA. 

Sandra _ Arrington, = on 
January 26, from Kmart 3290, 
Columbus, OH. She lived in Col- 
umbus. 

Alma Williams, on January 1, 
from K mart 4336, Indianapolis, 
IN. She lived in Indianapolis. 

John Downey, on January 27, 
from K mart 9529, Warren, PA. 
He lived in Warren. 

Mary LeGrand, on October 8, 
from K mart 4186, Texarkana, 
TX. She lived in Texarkana. 

Betty Teichman, on January 
23, from Kresge 227, Birming- 
ham, MI. She lived in Troy, MI. 

Barbara Ives, on January 21, 
from K mart 4134, Okemos, ML. 
She lived in Lansing, MI. 

Rose Cale, on January 16, 
from Kmart 4338, Santa Fe 
Spri ngs, CA. She lived in Whit- 
tier, 

Keith Collard, on February 5, 
from KEI, Troy, MI. He lived in 
Ferndale, MI. 

Nellie Hills, on January 18, 
from Kmart 4016, Greenville, 
SC. She lived in Greenville. 

Ernest Herndon, on No- 
vember 18, from K mart 4075, 
Raleigh, NC. He lived in 
Raleigh. 

Emma Pelz, on December 6, 
from Kresge 236, Chicago, IL. 
eli red in Chicago. 


from mare 3197, Ralamence™ 


MI. He lived in Portage, MI. 
Darlene Newton, on January 
30; from Kmart 3162, Yuba 
City, CA. She lived in Yuba City. 
Marilyn Ruby Reeves, on 
January 7, from K mart 4392, 


Huntsville, AL. She lived in New 


Market, AL. 
Ruth Schwartz, on February 
12, from Kresge 528, Philadel- 


25 Years 


Margaret Jurrus 
Kresge 564 
Fostoria, OH 
April 7 


—lin Memoriam - 


_ Knoxville, 
ss ‘ille. - 


Anniversaries 


phia, PA. She lived in Philadel- 
phia. 

Burrell Tunstall, on 
November 28, from Kresge 20, 
Baltimore, MD. He lived in Bal- 
timore. 

Howard O’Neal, on November 
15, from Lawrence Distribution 
Center, Lawrence, KS. He lived 
in Lawrence. 

Nicholas Procaccini, on De- 
cember 16, from Sparks Distribu- 
tion Center, Sparks, NV. He 
lived in Sparks. 

Matilda O’Tremba, on 
November 14, from Kresge 683, 


St. Paul, MN. She lived in 
Newark, CA. 
Margaret Grasser, on 


November 16, from K mart 4041, 
Sioux Falls, SD. She lived in 
Sioux Falls. 

William Enos, on February 
23, from Fort Wayne Distribu- 
tion Center, Fort Wayne, IN. He 
lived in Fort Wayne. 

Amitabh Sharma, on Feb- 
ruary 12, from K mart 4060, 
Charlotte, NC. She lived in 
Charlotte. 

Evelyn Young, on February 
12, from K mart 3336, Richmond, 
VA. She lived in Richmond. 

William Melvin, on February 
12, from Kmart 4310, Fayette- 
ville, NC. He lived in Wagram, 
NC. 


Clarence Allen Tatum, on 
December 29, from K mart 4033, 
TN. He lived -in 


coe pe on February 
12,. from _K mart 7156, Gastonia, 
NC. He lived in Foes i a 

Alverda Funke, on December 
25, from K mart 4097, Elgin, IL. 
She lived in Dundee, IL. 

Ivan Noonan, on March 4, 
from Fort Wayne Distribution 
Center, Fort Wayne, IN. He lived 
in Bluffton, IN. 


Anne Stephens, on February 
22, from K mart 4395, Chudahy, 
WI. She lived in Oak Creek, WI. 

Myrtle Flowers, on February 


27, from K mart 3353, Orange © 


Park, FL. She lived in Jackson- 
ville, FL. 

Alma Legg, on February 20, 
from K mart 9055, Shelbyville, 
TN. She lived in Shelbyville. 

Andrew Schlarb, on Feb- 
ruary 1, from K mart 4152, Mis- 
hawaka, IN. He lived in South 
Bend, IN. 

Robert McCarty, on February 
26, from K mart 3373, Solon, 
OH. He lived in Hudson, OH. 

Bertha Olhauser, on Feb- 
ruary 9, from Kmart 4455, 
Beaverton, OR. She lived in 
Forest Grove, OR. 

Eva Christiansen, on De- 
cember 17, from Kresge 154, 
Council Bluffs, IA. She lived in 
Council Bluffs. 

John Mottram, on January 8, 
from Kresge 204, Lafayette, IN. 
He lived in Lafayette. 

James Prince, on January 14, 
from Kresge 123, Southfield, MI, 
He lived in Trumann, AR. 

Sammy Wineinger, on Feb- 
ruary 3, from Kresge 58, St. Jo- 
seph, MO. She lived in St. 
Joseph. 

Marsha Hunter, on February 
12, from K mart 9220, Algona, 
IA. She lived in Algona. 

James Smith Jr., on February 
7, from Kresge 80, Paramus, NJ. 
He lived in West Paterson, NJ. 
James Sullivan Jr., on Feb- 


ry man fro 


and, - 
“Opal Loudermilk, on Feb- 


ruary 23, from K mart 4173, 
Cincinnati, 


OH. She lived in 
Norwood, OH. 

Joel Lee, on March 2, from 
K mart 9049, Barstow, CA. He 


lived in San Diego, CA. 


35 Years 
Edith Campbell Ann Phillips 
Kresge 120 CRO 
Canton, OH April 17 
April 10 
30 Years 
Doris Stuckey Betty Beloit Bonneita Wagoner Ronald Blanchard 
KIH K mart 3137 K mart 4409 K mart 4234 
April 10 Granite City, IL Scotia, NY Spartanburg, SC 
April 11 April 23 April 24 
Bertha Fetty 
Kresge 171 
Landcaster, OH 
April 26 
25 Years 
Rosalie Tirone Robert Maxey Gladys Rybinski 
K mart 4363 K mart 4423 Kresge 1 
Tucson, AZ Rockford, IL Detroit, MI 
April 2 April 18 April 26 
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About your benefits 
Your Group Life Insurance Plan 


Effective the 1st of the month 
after completing two months of 
continuous fulltime service, 
K mart employees become au- 
tomatically insured for group life 
insurance in an amount equal to 
their annual earnings - rounded 
up to the next higher $1,000 
(maximum $100,000). The full 
cost of this life insurance is paid 
by K mart. 


In addition, each eligible 
employee may enroll for optional 
contributory life insurance in the 
same amount as the _ non- 
contributory life insurance. The 
cost for the optional life insur- 


insurance. 


Example: 

Hourly rate $3.50. Regular 
schedule 40 hours 

$3.50 x 40 hours x 52 weeks = 
$7,280. 

Life Insurance = $8,000 


If the employee in this exam- 
ple elects to participate in the 
optional contributory life plan, 
total life insurance coverage 
would be $16,000 of which $8,000 
is provided free by K mart and 
$8,000 purchased by _ the 
employee at a monthly cost of 
$3.20. 


Each insured employee is re- 
quested to complete and sign a 
beneficiary designation form in- 
dicating to whom the life insur- 
ance amount is to be paid in the 
event of the insured employee’s 
death. Since the beneficiary de- 
signation is the most important 
part of the plan and the reason 
for this benefit, it is important 
that the employee make what- 
ever changes may be necessary 
in the future should the 
employee’s circumstances change 
- for example, as a result of mar- 


riage, death of a named be- 
neficiary, etc. © 

In making a beneficiary desig- 
nation, the life insurance pro- 
ceeds may be assigned to one 
person or equally to two or more 
persons or may be assigned in 
various percentage amounts such 
as one-half to a parent and one- 
quarter each to a brother and 
sister, or if the employee desires, 
to a spouse if the spouse survives 
the.employee but if not, then 
payment would be made to a sec- 
ondary beneficiary if the prim- 
ary beneficiary is deceased. 
Example: 


ai vives tic, U PTWise LU 
my surviving children in equal 
shares.” 

You tell us how you want it 
done. You may change your be- 
neficiary at any time by complet- 
ing a new beneficiary designa- 
tion form available from your 
personnel manager or from the 
Employee Benefits Department 
at International Headquarters. 

The full amount of your group 
life insurance will be paid to 
your beneficiary in the event of 
your death from any cause while 
you are insured. In addition, 
should death be due to accidental 
cause, twice the amount of the 
life insurance will be paid under 
the special accidental death or 
dismemberment portion of the 
plan. For accidental death of an 
employee who was also enrolled 
in the optional contributory life 
plan, 4 times annual earnings 
would be paid. 

The amount of each employee’s 
group life insurance is first de- 
termined at time of hire and 
thereafter on the basis of total 


Kmart earnings in each calen- 


dar year. When an employee’s 
earnings increase so that the 


employee becomes eligible for an 
increased amount of life insur- 
ance, the increase in coverage 
will become effective on the fol- 
lowing April 1, based on the 
employee’s earnings in the pre- 
ceding calendar year. 

Should an employee not be ac- 
tively at work on April 1, any 
increase in the life insurance 
coverage will be deferred until 
the employee returns to active 
employment. 

In the event of disability which 
prevents an employee from work- 
ing, the full amount of life insur- 


ance, including any contributory 


during approved me 

absence without co 

employee up to a maximum of 
one year. 


Upon termination of employ- 
ment or retirement, the group 
life insurance coverage will cease 
as of the last day of the month in 
which the employee was last 
employed. The terminating 
employee may elect to convert 
the group life insurance to an in- 
dividual policy (but not term in- 
surance) by making application 
directly to the Aetna Life Insur- 
ance Company within 31 days of 
the date on which the group life 
insurance terminates. The cost of 
the individual policy of life in- 
surance will, of course, be greater 
than for the group insurance and 
will be determined by the amount 
of the policy and by the age of the 
applicant. No medical examina- 
tion is required. — 

A full and more detailed ex- 
planation of your group term life 
insurance plan is provided in the 
booklet titled “Group Term Life 
Insurance Plan,” available from 
your personnel manager or the 
Employee Benefits Department. 


construction of the first terrest- 
rial globes and the wheel-lock. 
These innovations started on 
their journey around the world. 
During the 17th century, the 
manufacturing developed into a 
high level of perfection. 

During the Middle Ages, great 
artists appeared, such as Veit 
Stoss, known for his famous wood 
carvings, and Albrecht Duerer 
(1471-1528), Nuernberg’s most 
famous painter (the Praying 
Hands are one of the most out- 
standing paintings by him). 

A famous landmark and 
tourist attraction is the 
Nuernberg Castle, built during 
the 11th century. A 20 mile long 
City Wall surrounds the old part 
of the city. It was built between 
the 12th and 13th centuries, has 
five major gates, and the average 


. thickness, of, the. wall. .is. 9. to..15. 


feet. 

The church of St. Sebald was 
built in the 13th century, replacing 
the 11th century chapel of St. 
Peter. On the southbank of the 
river on the site of the old chapel 
of St. Lorenz a new church was 
built, St. Lorenz, which is the 
second largest church in town. 

All other medieval churches in 
Nuernberg were either chapels, 
abbey churches or hospital 
churches. When the imperial city 
of Nuernberg joined the Refor- 
mation in 1525 all churches in 
town became Lutheran (with the 
exception of St. Elizabeth). 

The House of Albrecht Duerer, 
the city’s famous painter, was 
completely preserved and was 
built between 1450-1460. The fam- 
ous painter acquired this in 1509 
and lived there until his death in 
1528. Here he painted many of 
his famous masterpieces. 


K mart Taiwan Ltd. 


The Taipei office is located in 
Taiwan. Together with the Hong 
Kong and Seoul, Korea offices, 
these make up our subsidiary, 
Kresge-K mart Ltd., Far East 
Operations. 

The staff at the Taipei office 


Sundry line associate managers, 
l-r: Jackson Chang, Julie Yang, 
Michael Yu, Frank Chai, Paul 
Lee. 


Sundry line, l-r: Fred Lin, inspec- 
tor, Kathy Yeh, Terry Shen, sec- 
retaries, Michael Wu, associate 
manager. 


Sundry line, l-r: Terry Shen, 
Kathy Yeh, Morgan Chang, Doris 
Lee, Gentry Chien. 


gathers samples from _ local 
suppliers, diaolaye them for the 
buyers, arranges interviews and 
tours through factories of poten- 
tial suppliers and after a supplier 
is chosen, the staff does the 
paperwork and makes sure the 


se 


Sundry line secretaries, Lr: Tor- 
resa Cheng, Gloria Chen, Belinda 
Lee, Terry Shen, Kathy Yeh, Jean 
Tsou. 


Soft line assoc. mgr., l-r: Peter 
Hsu, Packson Huang, Steve 
Yuan, Gentry Chien, Beatrice Mi, 
Tony Yin, Henry Lin. 


Soft line inspectors, I-r: Andrew 
Chen, David Lin, Stuart Liu, 
Bruce Hsu, Burt Yen, Kent Shih. 


are 


é 
E 
E 
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Kuang 


Ralph Schiller’s, (5th from left), 
buying force and follow-up crew. 


Paul Marshall, center, Jack 
Wang, left and Jucoba Chen, 
shipping and documentation sec- 
tion. 


supplier meets K mart’s specifi- 
cations. The staff is also respon- 
sible for locating suppliers when 
buyers need specific merchan- 
dise. They follow up on all of the 
comprehensive order details, 
which include shipping, delivery 
schedules and changes, and pre- 
paration of inspection reports to 
guarantee that the merchandise 
meets K mart’s standards. The 
Taipei office handles all of the 
business in Taiwan. 


The establishment of this office 
dates back to the summer of 
1971. Its first managing director 
was John Benner, now divisional 
merchandise manager for divi- 
sion III at KIH. The registration 
completion date was April of 
1972 under the name of 
Kresge-K mart Ltd., Taipei 
Liaison Office. Currently, Her- 
bert Linnum is the managing di- 
rector. 


The company, however, kept 
growing fast, so to accommodate 
the buying needs, a new site was 
chosen - the Kuang Fu building, 
in Taipei. The company name 
was also changed to K mart 
Taiwan Ltd. 


Office personnel back in 1971 
was 7. Now there are 50 on the 


“Fu “building - K mart Taiwan is on the second 


eet Sie Se ees so 
' 


é 


floor. 


AK 


Adm. section. l-r: Jenney Lin, 
Catherine Lin, Ramy Chen, Lisa 
Wang, Judy Chu, Nancy Tsai. 


Shirts and sweater section, I-r: 
Phyllis Yu, Beatrice Mi, Tony 
Yin, John Kuan, Debby Sun, Sue 
Liu. 


staff, including Far East As- 
sociate Managing Director Paul 
Marshall. 

The population of Taiwan is 17 
million. Seventy-five percent of 
the territory is mountainous ter- 
rain. Twenty-five years ago, 
Taiwan was merely an agricul- 
tural territory, producing sugar, 
pineapples, ‘bananas and rice. 
Today it is considered by foreign- 
ers as a developing country. 
One of their biggest industries is 
plastics. 

Tourists in 1979 was 1.9 mil- 
lion. Most of them are interested 
in seeing the National Palace 
Museum, Grand Hotel, Ta-Lu- 
Kou Gorge (Marble mountain 
with a conservative estimation of 
marble resource of 500 billion 
tons), Su Huh High-Way (built 
on cliffs), central Ridge Mountain 
Highway, A-Li mountain, Sun 
Moon Lake, and Ken-Ting Park. 
Tourists who visit these attrac- 
tions are usually from Hong 
Kong and Japan. 

All of the people living here 
are contributing their share to 
constantly improving the indus- 
trial, economic, and living stan- 
dards. A most worth-while effort 
was the reconstruction of Taiwan 


(Continued on Page 6) 
K liner 5 


Lr Mhdaat Wie-ant’S kand- 
bag specialists, Doris, Gentry and 
Mark Ho. 


Sue Hayes and Larry Sweat work- 
ing with ent | supplier, Miss 
Kao of Johnson Plastic. 


_ Qt Yom 2 
Sporting goods section, l-r: Paul 
Lee, Terry Shen, Frank Chai, 
Sunny Shen. 


Hong Kong is a city rich with 
history beginning with its coloni- 
zation in 1842 by the British 
under whose rule it has been 
ever since. Perched on the - 
of China, most of Hong Kong’s 
approximately 5 million people 
are Chinese. However, people 
from all over the world have 
come to make this their home 
and join in the fast paced busi- 
ness of international trade. 


What most westerners vis- 
ualize when they think of Hong 
Kong is Far Eastern mystery, 
wooden aeapin, ships and bat- 
wing junks, sailing in and out of 
the busy harbor loaded with 
goods bound for Hong Kong and 
other locations all over the 
world. The trade is still here, but 
the ships, of course, have 
changed. They see very few 
batwing junks anymore. How- 
ever, they’re not an uncommon 
sight in Hong Kong’s busy Vic- 
toria harbor. 


Perhaps even the cargo has 
changed somewhat because to 
look at the shops and store win- 
dows in Hong Kong today, you 
can find the latest Paris fashions, 
goods from the United States, 
and other countries from all over 
the world as well as traditional 


6, April 1980 


Taiwan 


(Continued from Page 5) 
after World War II by the retired 
servicemen. They not only sac- 
rificed their lives to defend this 
island for freedom but also 
achieved such projects as build- 
ing up Cross Mountain high- 
ways, bridges, water reservoirs, 


_ helping harvest, and improving 


the seed species of fruits which 
has speeded up the national 
growth, and export rate. Educa- 
tion here is terrific, free charge 
for compulsory education up to 
9th grade, about 97% is the school- 
ing rate, and about 35% of the en- 
tire high school graduates have 
pene on to advance study at a col- 
ere or university. pegs) these 
college graduates, quite a few con- 
tinue their further study in the 
USA and many of them have be- 
come outstanding educators or en- 
gineers, internationally known, to 
help other countries in Africa and 
Mid-Eastern countries. All are 
patriotic, peace-loving citizens. 


Less than 5 percent of the 
Va eal are so-called aborigi- 
nals and the rest are all immi- 

nts from the China Mainland 

m, 20 generations to a couple 
of generations. The aboriginals 
are all civilized, enjoying educa- 
tion, privileges and citizen 
rights. Many of them have be- 
come very famous singers, screen 
stars, and are outstanding in the 
athletic ga 


Hong 


goods. This, combined with Hong 
Kong’s reputation for good value 
has made this city, Asia’s favorite 
place to shop. They have over 2 
million visitors to this city every 


year. 
K mart began direct operations 
with Hong Kong in 1963. The of- 


fice was established under the 
name of Ocon (Hong Kong) Lim- 
ited by Mr. Thomas O’Connor Sr., 
and at the time they were located 
in the Fung House. Later they 
moved to the Realty Building and 
occupied a one room office. They 
continued to expand within this 
same building until 1979, when 
they moved from the Hong Kong 
Island to Kowloon to their pre- 
sent quarters in the New World 
Center. 

The first managing director in 
the Hong Kong office was John 
Benner. He was assisted by Mr. 
R. D. Fisher. Mr. Benner was 
succeeded by Mr. R. C. Otto, Mr. 
W. P. Cashman and presently 
the position of managing director 
is filled by Herbert Linnum. Mr. 
J. E. Rutherford serves in the 
Hong Kong office as assistant to 
the managing director and gen- 
eral manager. Mr. D. M. Penrod 
was assigned from the K mart 
Apparel Corporation buying of- 
fice to Hong Kong to oversee all 


Yang, who won the Silver Medal 
of the Decathlon in the Roman 
Olympics. 


Chinese Mandrin is the most 
common language, but there still 
is a major dialect for those who 
have lived here for many genera- 
tions which is called “Amoy” 
dialect or “Taiwan Dialect.” The 
language is the same, but the 
pronunciation is different. 


It seems Taiwan will keep grow- 
ing at a rate of 8 percent each 


year. They are hoping to con- ~ 


struct Taiwan as the “Switzer- 
land in the Orient” because of 
her landscape, natural scenery 
and her industrious, peace-loving 
people, who are friendly to all 


visitors. Visitors may expose . 


their valuables or wealth without 
fear of robbery or they can feel 


free to walk alone on the street . : 


late at night. 


Glove and headwear section, I[-r: 
Bruce Hsu, Terresa Cheng, Steve 
Yuan. 


Kong 


the ladieswear business placed 
by the KMA buyers in the Far 
East offices. 


Our staff of 41 people is com- 
prised of merchandise managers 
who oversee specific merchandise 
categories, and their quality con- 
trol and market research teams, 
who are assisted by backup sup- 
port and travel staff. 


From Hong Kong we oversee 
our buyers’ purchases from India, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia, 


Hardware and giftware group, 


Recreation at lunch. 


ss32 ¥ 
Outerwear section, l-r: Sandy Ho, 
Peter Hsu, Caroline Wei. 


l-r: Julie Yang, Belinda Lee, 
Jackson Chang, Gloria Chen, 
Jean Tsou. 


Singapore, Indonesia, the Philip- 
pines and China. In the year just 
ended 1979, the K mart buyers 
placed many orders. 

As in the United States and 
Canada where we annually 
have either a Christmas dinner 
or a picnic, in Hong Kong they 
also have an annual celebration, 
this being their Chinese New Year 
party and service recognition 
dinner. The photographs were 
taken during their dinner party 
this past February. 


Charles Chow receiving 5 year Rita Leung receiving her 5 year 


pin from Herbert Linnum, man- 
aging director Kresge - K mart, 
Ltd., Hong Kong. 


pin from Mr. Linnum. 


_ 
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. They became associated with 
the K mart Corporation in 1971. 
Kobe, the head office, is managed 
by Masashi Nakata, nera! 
manager, Japan. The Tokyo of- 
fice was originally in Ginza, then 
relocated in 1977 to Akasaka, 


Japan. The Osaka office moved . 


from Koraibaski to Honmachi, 
Osaka in 1972. 

Japan is the oldest operation of 
K mart. Prior to our maintaining 
our own office in Japan, we con- 
ducted business through Thomas 
O’Connor. This operation 
specializes in electronics, fishing 
tackle, jewelry boxes, cameras, 

aring apparel, automobile ac- 


ice nanaies i 
hardline items produced in west- 
ern Japan, Tokyo handles hardline 
items from eastern Japan and 
Osaka office, the softline capital of 
Japan, deals in textile items 
mostly purchased through 
suppliers in the Osaka area. 


largest ports in Japan along with 
Yokohama, Kobe handles more 
‘than 14,000 ocean-going vessels 
a year. 

The Kobe office is located near 
the junction of the JNR Tokaido 
and Sanyo Main Lines. It is also 
well served by the Shinkansen 
(bullet train) super-express and 
private suburban trains. 


Kobe Port has more than a 
eee eee 
Naka Pier and Maya Pier. Naka 


Ocon (Japan) Ltd. 


Pier is the terminal for boats 
cruisi the Inland Sea while 
Maya Pier with its 21 berths, 


serves as the terminal for con- 
tainer ships and other ocean- 
going vessels. 

The population of Kobe is 
about 1,360,000. 

Tokyo used to be called “Edo” 
when it was the seat of the To- 
kugawa Shogunate Government 
during 1603-1867, but with the 
restoration of the Imperial Re- 
~ in 1868, it was renamed 

yo and became Japan’s na- 
tional capital. 

The legislative, executive and 
judicial branches of the govern- 
ment are centered in this most 
thriving city. Not only are Ja- 
pan’s major banks and firms 

2 : ed in Tokyo, but it is 


y. 


multi-national firms from all 
over the world. Many foreign 
embassies have been established 
here with consular offices located 
in other parts of Japan. 

Tokyo’s metropolis today has a 
population of about 11,679,166, 
one-tenth of Japan’s total popula- 
tion within an area of 796 square 
miles. 

Osaka, situated about 320 
miles west of Tokyo is 3 hours 
and 10 minutes by the Shinkan- 
sen (bullet train) or 1 hour by 
sas from Tokyo. As the second 

city in Japan after Tokyo 
wi population of well over 
2,720,000, Osaka is regarded as 
one of the Six Big Cities in 
Ja along with Tokyo, 
Yokohama, Nagoya, Kyoto and 
Kobe. ; 

Osaka takes pride in its com- 
mercial and industrial activities 


The staff at Kresge - K mart Ltd., Hong Kong 


as well as its traditional stage 
arts, such as puppet shows. 

There are eight people pre- 
sently working in the Kobe of- 
fice; seven in the Osaka and six 
in the Tokyo office. They are 
known for working as a group, 
not as individuals. They investi- 
gate the Japanese market, pre- 
pare inspection reports, check de- 
livery dates and work closely 
with suppliers. 

Our Eecenean office and the 
offices in the Orient, in addition 
to working with the parent com- 

any, also work with K mart 

ashion Accessories, K mart Ap- 
parel, Kmart Canada and 
K mart Australia. 

The entire group is incredibly 
loyal and has outstanding qual- 
ities. They are hard working and 


T. Fujikami, 
Tokyo office. 


manager, 


Henry Okumura, 
until its done. 
Mr. Robert Otto, general man- 
ager of the import department at’ 
KIH comments on his recent 
travels to the Orient, “My wife 
and I appreciate the opportunity 
to live in the Orient and work 
among these people. They have 
always considered themselves a 
part of the K mart Corporation 
team and look just as forward as 
we do to receiving their five year 
pin. This is because the relation- 
ship between them and our 
buyers is very strong and close. 
We have invited managers and 
merchandise people from our 
overseas offices to spend time 
with us, for business purposes 
and social gatherings. And we 
always find time for them to take 
in some sightseeing.” 
(More on our import 
offices, next month.) 


M. Nakata, general man- 
ager, Japan, Kobe office. 


Sam Matsumoto, manager, 
Kobe office. 


Far left, map of the Orient. 
; and Europe. 
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: Buck Owens 
collector 


LANCASTER, OH — “Many of 
us collect different things as 
hobbies,” says Reporter Susie 
Adams. “Here at 171 we have a 
lot of collectors, but Diane Towt 
collects Buck Owens records. She 
not only collects his albums, 
she has even met him a couple of 
times. 

“Diane, 22, has been collecting 
Buck Owens albums for 12 years. 
In 1972 she joined his fan club 
and in 1973 she became the 
club’s representative for MD and 
NJ. She remained at this posi- 
tion for 3 years. In 1977 Diane 
was asked to represent OH, KS, 
WI and VT. And in 1979 she be- 
came co-vice-president of the 
Buck Owen’s fan club. 

During these years, Diane has 
seen Buck Owens three or four 
times a year. Diane says, ‘He’s a 
nice guy and the guys in his 
band are wonderful, too.’ 

“Diane has also been seen in 
the background on the ‘Hee Haw’ 
show.” 


Woman of the year _ 


COLUMBUS, OH — There’s a 
celebrity in the domestics de- 
partment at 3319. She’s Dolores 
Bulderbergs. In 1976, our 
Bicentennial year, Dolores was 
honored by the.Whiteha ivi 


4 ge 


Some of her achievements for the 
community are, providing trans- 
portation, making floats, march- 
ing in parades, making scenery 
and costumes for plays and par- 
ticipating in overséas flag rais- 
J ings. 
fe She has held every chairman- 
ship and office in the PTA, was a 
Blue Bird and Cub Scout leader. 
- Dolores has held every office post 
in the Daughters of America and 
was on the drill team, which has 
performed in Washington, D.C. 


Spring tank tops 
chase away the 
wintry blahs 


Muskegon, MI — “Now that 
Christmas and inventory are 
out of the way at 3351,” says 
Lorna Buist, “the between sea- 
son blahs were beginning to set 
in. The old exhilaration and ex- 
citement were rapidly ebbing 
away to complacency and long 
faces! 

“And then behold! The Spring 
merchandise began rolling in. 
Attention seems to be focusing on 
| the new tank tops in men’s wear. 
| You could overhear employees 


reading the shirts’ sayings and 
laughing, adding, ‘that sure fits 
so and so!’ 

“Ah —— a fresh idea to spark 
_a renewal of spirits at 3351. 
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‘Steve: Good at 


expressing himself 


Highland Park, MI — “Congratu- 
lations to Steve Hart, one of our 
employees at 211, who works in 
the stockroom” writes Mary 
Lewis. “Steve, a member of 
Highland Park High School Bus- 
iness Office Education Club, par- 
ticipated in the Michigan Busi- 
ness Office Education Club’s Reg- 
ional Competitive Events and 
won second place in the verbal 
communications event. Steve was 


LIFE SAVING EFFORTS OF 3226 CHILLIC : 5 
K mart 3226 had quite an experience. Around 5 p.m. an illness code 
was called to the sporting goods department,” writes Reporter Mar- 
cella Allen. “Responding to the code was, third from your left, 
Manager Doug Scott, sixth from your left, Resident Assistant 
Yvonne Cox, and, first from your far left, Area Supervisor Peg 
Castle. Upon arrival to the department, Mr. Scott, Miss Cox and 
Mrs. Castle proceeded to give cardio pulmonary resuscitation to a 
gentleman who had fallen to the floor. They worked on the customer 
until the emergency squad arrived. Even though our crew labored 
diligently over the man, he died later at the hospital. 

Marcella goes on, “So Edna Reed, personnel, suggested that to 
help all of us feel a little more secure during such a crisis, we should 
purchase some type of life saving equipment to have on hand. As 
always, when a vital need is presented to 3226, our people respond 
with great generosity. The employees donated enough money to 
purchase a hand-held resuscitator and an oxygen supply with cart for 
store use. 

A plaque was presented to Mr. Scott along with a boutonniere. 
Miss Cox and Mrs. Castle were given a corsage of red and white 
carnations with hearts for their efforts. The plaque will remain on 
the new resuscitator with the inscription, ‘In Appreciation of Manager ag bowling | 
Doug Scott’s Life Saving Efforts.’ 

“We are now endeavoring to be better prepared 

encies. So we are holding first aid cle fo 


in competition with students 
from 11 schools in Warren, Troy, 
Royal Oak, Utica, Hamtramck, 
Grosse Pointe, East Detroit, 
Madison Heights, Centerline and 
Mt. Clemens, MI. 

“All participants winning at 
the regional level will meet in 
State Competition at the Detroit 
Plaza. Over 2,000 students will 
attend this conference. First, sec- 
ond and third place winners will 
then attend the National Leader- 
uP Conference in Minneapolis, 
MN.” 


Bowl and beat 
the boss 


Toledo, OH — “K mart 4166 has 
consisting of 16 


teams,” writes Vila Suchy. 
“They bowl every other Sunday 


in case of future 
dl Pmbpiovees x 


emerg 


standing Woman of the Year. 


’ Others shown in the photo are, left to right, Nancy Gillmore, 
Steve Clark and Christine Rote. 


*Pat Garn, merchandiser and 
Roger Whitehill, merchandiser 
manager wallowed through the 
shirts, picking one suitable for 
each manager in our store. 
Another employee, yours truly, 
office, drew a caricature head for 
each and the ‘managers’ were 
‘hung’ by the time clock for all to 
see. 

“Now laughter and chuckles 
again fill 3351 and as the 
employees go through the door- 
way onto the salesfloor, smiles 


(“By the way, the tank top 
Roger picked out for himself say- 
ing, ‘When you're the best it’s 
not bragging,’ does not necessar- 
ily reflect the opinions of the 
employees at 3351!!!) 


Spring madness 


Farmington Hills, MI — “K mart 
3207 held their Early Bird 
Spring Madness Sale recently,” 
says Reporter Arlene Pyle. 


“Spring and Summer items 
were featured during the sale, 
including lounge chairs, plants, 
bikes and the like. Blue light 
specials were run every ten mi- 
nutes throughout the store. To 
add to the excitement, door 
prizes were given away every 30 
minutes with drawings being 
held at the service desk. Custom- 
ers obtained entry forms from 
the customer greeter and placed 
them in the drawing box at the 
service desk during the sale only. 


“¢¢° F “This special event wa d 
Tiffiny finds move known to the public SIL epoca 


hard to accept 


LIVONIA, MI — “Manager Dan 
Oaks of 27 recently moved from 
River Rouge to Westland, a dis- 
tance of 30 miles,” writes Repor- 
ter Rosa Brown. “Seems like 
his kitty, Tiffany, wanted to stay 
in River Rouge, though. She 
traveled for two days to get back 
to her old home. A friend called 
pe Oaks to finally come and get 

er. 

“She is now safe and sound in 
her new home without a scratch 
on her.” 


pass-outs personally handed to 
each customer with a verbal in- 
vitation to attend by the check 
out operators,” says Arlene. 


Rife of automotive). The Gutter 
-Duster’s team rolled a whopping 
2016 series and Tom Laughlin 
takes the high individual score 
with a 660. Some of the assis- 
tants and our Store Manager 
Benjamin Mabray and his wife 
bowl with the league. ‘It’s one 
place we can beat the bosses,’ 
says Nancy Habrych, secretary 
of the league. 

“A Spring banquet is to be 
held and plans will be made for 
next year’s league,” says Vila. 


“Welcome 


to 187 (the 187 is held by Ron | 


“Everyone involved had fingers 
and toes crossed before the sale, 
hoping that it would be a suc- 
cess. When the doors were 
opened at 6:30 and a huge crowd 
poured in we knew that our ef- 
forts were not wasted. 


“Everyone saved money on the 
-bluelight specials, and everyone 
had fun from customers to man- 
agement and all employees.” 


| 
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Frances La Penta 


Our ambitious lady 


East Rochester, PA — “There is 
an individual who joined the 
K mart family a decade ago,” 
writes Reporter Deborah Jones 
of 4119. “I speak of Frances La 
Penta who started in the millin- 
ery department as a sales clerk. 


“Her untiring effort and devo- 


Oa “hig ion has merited her the distinc- 


in this 


same department ¢ Anae 


fashion accessories. 
“Her abilities are not just lim- 
ited to the realms of K mart. 
She has traveled and enjoyed 
every major Eastern coastal city, 
extending from Cape Cod to 
Florida. 
.“The circumference of her hob- 
bies is also not limited. Just to 
mention a few, she knits, sews, 
skis, skates, bicycles, golfs and 
tries a bit of tennis, now and 
then. Her photography has been 


‘displayed in many annual art 


shows. 

“Frances believes,” continues 
Deb, “that with her current 
managerial status, she will ulti- 
mately incorporate improved 
merchandising techniques that 
will benefit the company.” 


Customer appreciation 


Binghamton, NY — “This is to 
let you know that 7376 is very 
much alive and keeping the prof- 
its rolling for the company,” 
writes Personnel Manager and 
Reporter Eleanor Maas. “We 
have over 100 people in our 
Group 7 store, and they are a 
great bunch of people. A lot of 
these people are new to retailing, 
but are enjoying the new experi- 
ences given to them. 

“Recently, we had a customer 
make an Easter decoration for 
our ladies’ apparel department. It 
was made out of garment bags 
from the clothes. We must be 
practicing customer courtesy to 
have something like this given to 
us in appreciation.” 


Specialness of 9209 


Hanover, PA — “Almost every 
month, I read the K liner stories 
written about special employees 
or the special things they do for 
others,” says Patricia Yost, re- 
sident assistant manager. “I 
would like to share my thoughts 
on the “specialness” of the em- 
ployees at 9209. We are barely 
three years old here, but there is 
a unity we share which is related 
in this story. 

“From the time my seven- 
year-old daughter was born, we 
have lived with my mother. On 
December 22nd of the past year, 
my mother died of a heart at- 
tack. The support that I received 
from the K mart employees can 
only be partially written here. 
My first phone call at 7:00 a.m. 
that morning was to my man- 
ager. The second call was to my 
friend, the personnel manager, 
who came over and stayed the 
whole day to offer support, a 
shoulder to cry on and just to be 
there. That evening, I received 
phone calls from employees and I 
‘know from the time they were 
placed, that they must have just 
gotten home from work. The 
cards, when they started coming, 
were first from Kmart em- 
ployees. I was able to attend the 
viewing without worry of my 
daughter because she was being 

by al plo ee. 
The special cards 
where the people took phair are 
to-offer a personal touch, were 


written. mostly by K mart. 


employees. When a list was re- 
ceived from the mobile coronary 
unit of the tributes made in my 
mother’s name, the names of the 
K mart employeés were on it. 
The flowers and plants I received 
at home were, again, from 
K mart employees. 

These K mart people, these 
people I work with, are my fam- 
ily. And I thank God for allowin 
me to share so much love with 
these people.” 


Bowling enthusiast 


Chili, NY W— “Sporting Goods 
Manager Bob Jones is a big 
winner,” says Reporter Debbie 
Sibbald. “Bob of K mart 3282 is 
a big winner of a sport he has 
been engaged in for the past two 
years. He. has just won $1,000 
bowling in a TV show. In order 
for a bowler to be eligible for this 
prize, he or she must roll off with 
64 other bowlers and be one of 
four other bowlers undefeated. 
Those four are sure of a TV spot. 
Bob won all four of his matches. 
He beat his first bowler 168/163, 
then went on to beat his second 
opponent 192/163. 

“For his efforts, he won the 
money and also some other nice 
prizes. Bob had been bowling in 
one league and is currently bowl- 
ing in three different leagues. 
His high average so far this year 
is 165. Bob qualified for the pro- 


“gram with a 711 series.” 


laugh at our array of odd outfits 
_ and it drew in a lot of curious 
* customers who heard about the 
‘K mart Krazies.’ It was great 
fun and we plan to do it again in 


* Plattsburgh, NY — “The Rus- 
sians are coming, the Russians 
are coming,” says Reporter Con- 
+ nie Delisle. “And they truly were. 
» “The 1980 Winter Olympics 
* were held in Lake Placid, which 
is approximately 55 miles from 
here, K mart 7044. 


1984.” “ 


§ Hospitality city ) 


The Runners 


Olympic runners 


Albany, NY — “For employees at 
4383, the day had started as any 
other day,” says Reporter Nancy 
Robin. “But around 2:00 in the 
afternoon, things were different. 
We all knew a once in a life time 
happening was going on outside. 
All of a sudden all registers were 
silenced, everyone including cus- 
tomers were watching out the 
front windows. Why? The Olym- 
pic runners -were coming with 
flame in hand, right past our 
store. For most of us this was a 
once in a lifetime experience.” 


Claymont squares 
Cla mont, DE — me ad 2.ven 


7110 last month a the eR He 
meeting,” says Reporter Anna 
Cipriano. “Instead of our usual 
bingo games, we played “Clay- 
mont Squares,” our version of 
Hollywood Squares. 

“Our stars consisted of our idea 
of Paul Lynde portrayed by Mer- 
chandising Manager Glenn 
Schattschneider; Assistant 
Manager Dave Francis, myself 
and six other employees. 

“Our emcee was Store Man- 
ager James Brower and our 
question coordinator was Person- 
nel Manager Kay Kaczynski. 
The questions were taken from a 
book of trivia. 

“It was a pleasant change to 
our normal meetings and the 
employees got a few good laughs. 
out of some of the bluffs given by 


‘the stars. 


“Why not try it in your store? 
Who knows — if it catches on, 
we may have our own TV show 
called, but what else, ‘K mart 
Squares.’ ” 


The odd ones 


Warren, PA — “Since February 
29th is the odd day of the year in 
1980 (Leap Year), we at the new 
K mart 9529 decided to dress odd 
to celebrate it,” says Reporter. 
Sherry Johnson. 

“Every imaginable outfit was 
concocted, helping to create a fun 
day for customers and employees. 
Our Store Manager Bruce 
Fromm got into the spirit of 
things by putting on a dress, wig 
and hose. Everyone got a "good 


“There are a few small shop- 
ping centers near Lake Placid, 
but Plattsburgh is the closest 
city and has therefore been 
named the Hospitality City. 

“Being so close to Lake Placid 
we had an opportunity to meet 
many different people from Rus- 
sia, Germany, Romania, Finland 
and many others and of course, 
the United States. 

“K mart 7044 is located in the 
Pyramid Mall and we joined in 
with the rest of the mall by 
wearing a tag saying, ‘Welcome 
to Plattsburgh, Hospitality City 
Olympic Arts Festival, TYF- 
SAK.’ 

“You know what TYFSAK 
means, but many people asked us 
to pronounce it. This gave us a 
chance to tell them what it 
means.” says Connie 


being away on ere iene rane 


being in a.country where a dif-: 


ferent language is spoken, but all 


of us here made their visit a 


pleasant one and one they will 
remember and cherish for the 
rest of their lives.” 


A winner 


Lisa Powell 


Morrisville, PA — “Lisa Powell, 
daughter of Timothy Powell 
from Kmart Morrisville Dis- 
tribution Center, repackaging 
department, topped 1,000 points 
in leading -Cecelian Academy of 
Germantown to their fourth un- 
beaten softball season, says Re- 
porter Betty Cordisco. Lisa is a 
senior, president of the student 
body, softball pitcher and ranks 
in the top 10 percent of her class. 
She plans to major in sports 
medicine at Temple University. 
Lisa was awarded a paid four 
year scholarship to Temple.” 
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Attempting to stand up straight 
on skis??? 


Visitor from past 


Independence, MO — “K mart 
4427 had the pleasure of having 
a visitor from the past stop by for 


a short visit,” says Reporter 
Richard Drexel. “The visitor 
was none other than the honest 
Abe Lincoln who stopped by on his 
birthday to visit with us. 

“Mr. Lincoln is portrayed by 
Gerald Maupin of Sugar Creek 
and is a retiree from a railroad 
company. He spends much of his 
them the pleasure of meeting a fig- 
ure from the past.” 


Gift of love 


Fort Atkinson, WI — “Have you 
ever received a special gift?” asks 
Reporter Joanne Smith of 9543. 
“We all have at sometime in our 
lives. Val Meyer of patio, pet 
and picture department has re- 
ceived the gift of life — a kid- 
ney. When Val was very young, 
she. started experiencing trouble 
with her kidneys, so they had to 
put her on a kidney machine. 
After two years, Val received her 
donator kidney from her mother. 


. Val mentioned the fact that it’s 


very important to have the will 
to live. 

“Val can tell you interesting 
facts and some very interesting 
stories of people she came in con- 
tact with. If you are interested in 
donating to the National Kidney 
Foundation, Val will be living 
proof of your efforts. 

“Val is well and happy now. 
Her hobbies are cooking, green 
pane and her two dogs who love 

er 


Retailing student 


Hanover Park, IL — “Recently, 
4454 had a young man, who as 
part of a work experience project 
at school, wanted to learn retail- 
ing from. us,” says Gloria Vos- 
burg. “Daniel Giannini, son of 
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After you stand up, it’s only 
natural you have to fall!!!??? 


Sophia Benfield 


Rose, mens’ wear, spent his time 
learning the ins and outs of a 
discount store operation. He vis- 
ited each department, checkouts, 
the office credit office, receiving 
and central pricing.” 


A big heart 


Hot Springs, AR — “Employee 
Pat Knych of 4046, layaway de- 
partment, doesn't got bored in 
her spare time,” says Reporter 
Marjorie Smith. “Besides work- 
ing full time at K mart, she and 
her husband run a 12 acre ranch 
where they raise thoroughbred 
racing horses and Black Angus 
cattle. As they run their ranch 
without other ranch hands, she is 
kept busy day and night. "And if 
this isn’t enough, Pat makes a 
home for unwanted and stray 
animals of all kinds. At Christ- 
mas, she had 56 dogs, two wolves 
and 14 cats. 


“Pr@sently, she has found 
homes for all but 14 dogs and 
three cats. If medals are ever 
given out for having a big heart, 
Pat should have one.” 


Getting up from a down position. 


Ups and downs 


Kankakee, IL — Learning to 
ski??? “It all started on a nice 
_ clear day on highway 294 to De- 


vil’s Head Resort,” says Katie 
Hibbs of 4322. “First a really 
true blizzard got us lost by tak- 
ing a wrong turn. I got out of the 
car to clean off the windshield 
and found myself, all of 53”, 
waist deep in the wet snow. We 
went on for about two hours, in 
the wrong direction of course, but 
found our way back to the proper 
route and arrived at the resort. 
Next morning, we went out on 
the bunny slope and according to 
the photos, this is the way we 
were taught how to ski: Our ex- 
pert instructor Barbara Dain, (if 
anyone is interested in lessons), 
will show you all the ups and 
downs and ins and outs of a true 
“Weekend of skiing.” 


Sophia’s winning recipe 


Gary, IN — “Sophia Benfield proved not only to be good at her 


work here at 3005, but a good cook as well,” 


says Reporter Jo 


McNally. “Sophia entered a cookfest put on by ‘Empak and won the 


Large serving bowl 
small bowl 


1 can (15 oz.) Joan of Arc 
cidney, beans, drained™ 
1 ‘cup chopped celery _ 


poppet 

1/2 tsp. ait 

1/8 tsp. McCormick 
lemon pepper 


$1,000 second prize. Here is her winning recipe: 


Kidney Bean Salad De Luxe 


In large bowl, combine beans, celery, green pepper, onion, salt, 


Time to prepare: 25 min. 
Refrigerate 2 hours 


1 can (8.02.): crushed 
- ‘Pineapple, drained, 


1/4 cup mayonnaise 
3 eggs, hard cooked 

4 large olives 

(with pimento) sliced 


lemon pepper and pineapple. Toss lightly. In small bowl, combine 
pineapple juice, sweet pickle relish, mayonnaise and one egg, chop- 


ped. Pour over bean mixture and toss 


ently until mixed. Slice 


remaining eggs. Alternate egg slices with olives for garnish. 


Roller derby? 


Tulsa, OK — “Employees of 
K mart 3284 gathered at a local 
skating rink recently for their 
first semi-occasional store roller 
skating party,” says Reporter 
Bill Hughes. “It was obvious 
from the beginning that there 
were those who were very ex- 
perienced on wheels. They glided, 
swooped, dipped and soared 
gracefully around the rink. On 
the other hand, the novices in 
the group crawled, groped, stood 
up and fell down as they redis- 
covered the pitfalls of gravity. 


“There were those of course, 
who preferred not to skate and 
were content in watching the ac- 
tion from the sidelines. Among 
them was Store Manager 
Richard Steege, also chief or- 
ganizer of the event, who would 
rather walk then roll. 

“Everyone agreed that the 
event was a success and if there 
is enough Ben Gay to go around, 


there will be another one real 
soon.” 


Old shoes for new 


Hazelwood, MO — “Everyone, 
sooner or later experiences ach- 
ing, weary feet after a long day 
of shopping,” says Reporter 
Cathy oe “Someone at 
3520, however, found a way to 
relieve that old problem — leave 
your aching, weary feet on a 
shelf and walk out with a pair of 
comfortable new ones. When sec- 
urity found out, he started check- 
ing more feet than doctors at a 
draft board physical. But to no 
avail, did he find the culprit. The 
shoes are still at large. 

“But all was not lost as the 
manager of the shoe department, 
plans to raffle off the old pair. 
The winner will be an employee 
who can work the whole day in 
25 steps or less and not be ton- 
gue tied.” 
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: Debra Johnson, ladies wear, Kay Fowler, shoes, 


Family of fashion 


men’s wear manager, Barbara Clark, jewelry manager, donning their 


“spring bonnets.” ; 


Ready for Spring 


Thomaston, GA — 9091 is all ready for spring,” says Reporter Cathy 
Cox. “After a record of two snows in one year and lots of crazy 
weather, everyone is really glad for the warm weather. Menswear 
department, ladies apparel, fashion accessories, and shoes are super 


glad of the a 
Mr. Warren 


roaching warm weather. Also, our new Store Manager 
lots of plans for plenty of sidewalk sales and K mart 


will participate in the City’s annual Spring Fling Sale. Menswear 
employees have had spring fever lately — they’ve added new looks to 
the fitting rooms and washed all the counters. The shoe department 
manager is a fantastic artist and has decorated the walls with 
Snoopy characters springing into spring with Trax tennis shoes. So, 
now everyone’s smiling because we all know that lots of sunshine is 


on the way.” 


a 


es “K mart 7160, 


was in the “green” for St. Patty’s 
Day,” says Reporter Sharon 
Bilb 


yy. 

“The store held a body-paint- 
ing contest for those wishing to 
enter, and our employees also 
dressed in green for the occasion. 

“Customers cast their votes for 
the best body painted for the 
grand prize. 

“The winner, Paula Berry, re- 
ceived a portable black-and-white 
television set, and runners-up re- 
ceived gift certificates.” 


Tidbits 
Atlanta, GA — “Recently a cus- 
tomer came in K mart 4138 and 


said she wanted to tell us some- 
thing that would make us feel 


good,” says Shirley Epperson. 
“Her grandson was to have his 


9th birthday and she told him 
that on his birthday she would 
carry him any place in Atlanta 
that he would like to go. On the 
big day guess where he chose to 
go? None other than K mart to 
select a gift of his choice. Since 
Atlanta has many attractions in- 
cluding Six Flags, a zoo, movies, 
ice skating and many other ac- 
tivities, it was indeed an honor 
to be selected for the important 
occasion. 

“The other day a lady and her 
husband came in Kmart 4138 
laughing. They told the custom- 
er greeter they had just seen the 
funniest sign. It seems a dry 
cleaning establishment up the 
street had a sign in the window 
that said “drop your pants here.” 


Helping others 


Pasadena, — ATHAanNOe 
McPherson, an employee in our 
mens’and ‘boy’s department, is 
not your regular run-of-the-mill 
high school senior,” says Repor- 
ter Albert Smith of 4398. She 
definitely knows what she wants 
to do with her life. She has dedi- 
cated her life to helping others 
less fortunate than herself. She 
has overcome their stumbling 
blocks to reach out to one seg- 
ment of the handicapped com- 
munity — the deaf. 

“First inspired by Helen Kel- 
ler, Amanda became interested 
in this field and got involved in 
it through church and choir. She 
wanted to help others who could 
not enjoy the things she could, 
like music for example. She en- 
rolled in a six week sign lan- 
guage course and was instructed 
by a professional interpreter for 
a local television station. 

“Amanda appeared on the local 
Cerebral Palsy telethon as an in- 
terpreter in January. She also 
instructs two other sign language 


groups.” 


Happy customer 


Lilburn, GA — “Richard 
Garston of 3227 was very happy 
to assist a shopper in making her 
selection and locating her mer- 
chandise,” says Reporter Betty 
Engel. The customer was very 
grateful and appreciative for the 
kindness and interest shown to 
her. In return she contacted per- 
sonnel with a phone call and a 
letter of praise and gratitude for 
Richard’s assistance. 


Cathy Cox, — 


Athens, TN — "A lot of attention 
our local Family Fashion Show, 
says Dianne MacElwan of.9052. 
“The idea was that you can clothe 
your entire family at K mart. We 
used as our , manager 
Mr..C. M. Hillis’ little girl>-Tra- 
cy, Mike Sherlin, hardware de- 
partment, and Janice Cleudeuin, 
appliances department manager. 
They modeled clothes and acces- 
stories from mens’ wear, ladies 
apparel, infants, footwear, millin- 
ery and jewelry. They made a 
very cute K mart family.” 


Scavenger hunt 


Atlanta, GA — “Employees of 
4210 were in for quite a surprise 
when they arrived at work Fri- 
day morning,” says Reporter 
Jennie Freemon. “Instead of 
the usual Friday morning meet- 
ing, Manager Mr. Copous and 
Merchandise Manager Mr. 
Conway decided to try some- 
thing a little different — a 
scavenger hunt. 

“The idea of the hunt was to 
familiarize the employees with 
the most asked for, hard to find 
items in the store. The employees 
were divided up into groups of 
four and given a list of twenty 
items. Each group had five mi- 
nutes to find all the items and 
get back to their seats with the 
correct size and price of the items 
listed on the sheet. It was like a 
rat race running from depart- 
ment to department rushing to 
find all the items, but it was a 
fun experience for all of us.” 


State president 
of his chapter 


Clearwater, FL — “Ed Burbol, 
customer greeter at the new 
K mart 3476, has been attending 
St. Petersburg Junior College, 
Clearwater Campus, for the past 
year,” says Shirley Sciarretta. 
“In January of 1979 Ed became a 
member of the Tau Zeta chapter 
of Phi Theta Kappa, National 
Coed Honor Fraternity for Com- 
munity and Junior Colleges. In 
May of ’79, Ed was selected the 
President of the Tau Zeta Chap- 
ter. But, Ed’s greatest achieve- 
ment was still to come. At a re- 
cent Phi Theta Kappa State 
Convention, Ed became the 
1979-80 Florida State Presi- 
dent and his chapter won an 
award for having the most out- 
standing community projects in 
the state. 


“Congratulations Ed! Keep up 
the great work!” 


Outgoing family. 


Chattanooga, TN — “We have ap 
nt who is very quiet and hard 
working,” says Anita Athearn.of 
3408. “Her name is JoAnn 
Stakely. How she can be quiet, 
Pll never know, especially with a 
family like hers! 


“Tl start with her daughter, 
Karen, 18, also a Kmart em- 
ployee at the Hixon, Tennessee 
store. She has worked in the 
pharmacy department for two 
years. 


“Next there’s Robert, 17, a 
senior, paralyzed until he was 18 
months old. Robert started ice 
skating about two years ago. 
Since that time, he has won nine 
gold medals and has been ac- 
cepted for Olympic training in 
the fall at Lake Placid. Good 
luck! 


“Pam, 15, already one of the 
best known models in this area, 
has attended acting and model- 
ing schools. Pam has modeled for 


several companies. She has also 
done over 500 commercials and 
three major motion pictures. Pam 
has won national modeling, act- 
ing and baton awards from Chat- 
tanooga to New York. She has 


also raised thousands of dollars 
for child abuse victims. Keep 
trooping, Pam! 


“Last but not least is Angie, 7, 
an epileptic. She plays basketball 
and has won medals in beginning 
ice skating. “JoAnn and hus- 
band Melvin have to be special to 
keep up with these kids, and be 
quiet about it too! We at K mart 
are proud to have this family as 
part of our K mart family.” 
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Western Regional ews 


Orphaned creatures end up at K mart 3017; 
Employees find them homes 


Euless, TX — “We do not have a 
live pet department at K mart 
3011,” says Reporter Mary 
Heald, “so when two young male 
customers asked patio employee 
-Gary Burden where the rest of 
our live pets were located, natur- 
ally he told them we did not 
live pets. The customers 


eolmimeslenuery/February 1980 


nih Ee, srs 
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that ‘Store Trek’ was written by 


porter was Don Kush of 4409, 
Yakima, WA. Thanks for the' 
correction, Don and your im- 
aginative piece of writing.” - 
Editor 


Yo-Yos 


Littleton, CO — “There is a 
growing trend stepping through- 
out the store,” says Reporter 
Wilma Kardasiski of 7181. 
“They’re Yo-yos, a new style of 
ladies spring sandal, which has 
sprung up all over the store. And 
much to the pleasure of the foot- 
wear manager who says, ‘the 
Yo-yos caught on like wild fire; 
there have been countless com- 
ments on the shoe’s comfort and 
design.’ “However, there is one 
unhappy face among us,” Wilma 
says. “It’s our receiving clerk 
Willie, who only gets to wear 
hers on her day off.” 


Devastating flood 


Temple City, CA — “Devastating 
and heartbreaking are the only 
words that can describe the 
tragedies that have occurred re- 
cently to two of our best loved 
ladies of 3127,” says Reporter 
Wanda Wade. “As we all know, 
Southern California was recently 
ravaged by a severe storm, caus- 
ing floods and devastation to 
hundreds of homes, and millions 
of dollars in property damage. 
“Many of us suffered to some 
degree, but, none so terribly as 
Jean Becker, parttime checkout 
supervisor. Jean’s home is lo- 
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told him, however, there were 
two white rats in a cage on the 
counter so we must carry some. 
live pets. 

Assistant Manager LeAnne 
Eanes was called and upon in- 
vestigation she and Gary found 
the cage holding two large white 
rats with the following note at- 


IE 


x cated on a hillside in Montery 


Editor’s error 


Park. During the crux of the 
storm, Jean and her neighbors 


homes SLDDINE awa 10 


and rain by sandbagging their 
homes, but this would not hold 
back the floods. Jean told us 
‘when they said we had to get 
out, I grabbed my two most im- 
portant possessions, my purse 
and my K mart smock. As I ran 
down the street I was almost 
numb with fright. I was just so 
grateful I had someplace to go. 
Many didn’t know what they 
would do. It’s over now and 
thank God Im glad I had a home 
to go back to.’ 


“But unfortunately tragedy 
struck the second time, this time 
in a more painful way,” con- 
tinues Wanda. “Erma Dean, 
also checkout supervisor and a 
thirteen year veteran of K mart, 
lost her husband, James, of only 
three short years. He suffered a 
fatal heart attack. 


“Our prayers go out to these 
fine ladies which we hope that in 
knowing we care about them, it 
may help to ease a little of their 
pain.” 


Everett, WA — “At K mart 4146, 
most of our mechanical servants 
are given names, and some are 
treated like members of the fam- 
ily,” says Shirley Wauner. “For 
instance, there is Egor, Eater of 
Boxes, our conveyor who has 
lived here since the store opened 
13 years ago. Then came Magilla, 
the Garbage Gourmet, our box 
crusher who recently underwent 


were ordered to evacuate as they 
‘Were tn-tpaminenit dmasyetsitvesie 


several » 


tached: ‘Please take care of my 
rats until 'm able to come back 
and get them. They will not bite 
and they like people. They don’t 
need that much water and they 
don’t eat very much and they 
don’t need that much room. 
Please don’t give them to the 


major surgery. She is subject to 
indigestion when fed too full. 
Ferdinand, the Bull, our fork lift 
is just a. young...sprout. who 


of all arrived recently. We had 
been waiting for our computer 
for almost a year and at a high 
level conference this morning, 
she was christened ‘The Coun- 
tess.’ Why? Because she can 
count - of course. 

According to Dan Andrews, 
co-manager, the Countess ‘will be 
on line about May Ist’ (that’s 
oe api talk for starting opera- 
ion). 

“Mr. Andrews and Store Man- 


‘ager Pete Bahle have taken a 


brief course and Office Manager 
Agnes Falleen is now undergo- 
ing an extensive 3 week training 
course at K mart 3443. 

A poem has been written in 
honor of our new arrival. 


pound because that is why I gave 


‘who re-— 


them to you.’ 
“The two yo male custom- 
ers who rose on rats gher] 
cage wan them, so a 

home was found. Shortly thereaf- 
ter, a cage and pet food was pur- 
chased by the customers for their 


She’s Here 
The Countess of Troy has 
Sinpute for us all. 
Her innards - precisely 


See's bulky and square - 
¢t very pretty. 

But what do we care? 
She’s really quite witty. 


Now we must all learn to enjoy 
The heralded Countess of Troy. 
By Shirley Waumer 
“Following is a quotation 
which I will use to conclude this 
dissertation on the latest 
member of our K mart family. 
“The new computer has an 
of talent and a mul- 
titude of abilities, = we don’t 
expect it to replace manager, 
since as of this date it hasn’t 
been programmed to pick up 
shopping carts.” 


; Life savers 


Tacoma, WA — “All of the 
employees at 4467 wish to ex- 
press their gratitude to our co- 
worker Dorothy Corum, for her 
calm, but fast response to an 


emergency at our store,” says 


Darlene Rick. 

“Dorothy, who works at our 
service desk, was leaving the 
lounge to return to work, when 
she was stopped by a customer 
and told something was burning. 

“Dorothy saw the smoke and 
responded immediately. She 
rushed to the phone and called a 
fire alert, then grabbed a fire ex- 
tinguisher, and ran back to the 
fire which was located in domes- 
tics. : 

“The fire had burst into flames 


and could be seen throughout the 
store. 

“However, Dorothy was able to 
confine the fire to a small area 
until more help arrived. 

“We would also like to thank 


-Rick Klein from our hardware 


department. Rick happened to be 
in the store on his day off, heard 
the call and responded im- 
mediately. “4 

“What could have been a tragic 
fire was quickly contained to a 
smal] area and extinguished. 

“It is a great comfort to know 
that we have people like Dorothy 
and Rick and so many fine 
employees that we can count on 
in an emergency.” 


